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Chairman’s Chatterings 
 

The two Beginners’ autotests run so far have seen a number of new faces, which is, of course the object of the 

exercise.  This is terrific.   

 

The website continues to be an integral element in the life of the club.  Apart from fostering interest in our own 

events it seems also to be influential in stimulating our members to go further afield, e.g. Alan Dorman’s 

QUBMC Summer Lanes Rally at the end of July.  Once again, Piers deserves a mention for the enthusiasm and 

drive he brings to this. 

 

Don’t forget at the end of this month. 

 

 
Abberley Court Hotel, Tallaght 

Saturday 22
nd
 August 

See website for details 
 

 
 

Joe
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News 
 

In order to clarify the ambiguity which 

has occurred with regard to  auto test 

“Beginners”, the committee came up 

with the following at the last committee 

meeting which will be applied next year. 

Beginner status shall be defined as ‘an 

autotest competitor who has never 

competed in any autotest at any level, 

whether a stand-alone event or forming 

part of a multi-discipline event (e.g. 

retro trial)’.  

In the TDC Beginners’ Championship, 

competitors will only be eligible for the 

duration of the year’s championship in 

which they competed in their first event. 

TDC Autotest Beginners status is a 

classification for the ‘raw’ first-timer, 

not an acceptable status for the 

occasional competitor. 

TDC committee discretion shall be final 

in designating the status of any 

competitor 
 

Liam Cashman won his class and was 

second overall behind Paddy Power in 

the Cork MC autotest in Togher at the 

beginning of July.  
 

Damien & Bonnie Phillips’s younger 

daughter, Eve, shows so much 

enthusiasm for driving that they have to 

keep all keys well secured when she is in 

the vicinity of any of their cars.  Their 

older girl, Kate, is more trustworthy. 
 

Piers MacFheorais and Trish Denning 

took Piers’s Mazda Trackday/race car for 

a spin in the Carlow CC Speed weekend 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 – Bagenalstown Hillclimb and Moate of 

Ardscull Sprint – during the June Bank 

Holiday weekend.   

 
A good time was had by both. 
 

Damian Roddy was third in both Stryker 

races at the 500 MRCI Kirkistown race 

Meeting at the June Bank Holiday 

weekend. 
 

The Loughgall Festival of Motorsport at 

the end of May is estimated to have 

raised thousands of pounds for 

Macmillan Cancer Support and other 

Lions charities.  The Historic Rally Car 

Challenge, Apple Blossom Autotest and 

a fantastic array of static classic and 

historic car displays provided an 

abundance of entertainment for the 

spectators. 

 
The Historic Rally Car Challenge 

provided the main feature of the Festival, 

with more than 50 crews setting the 

 

 

 

  

lanes alight around the beautiful 

Loughgall venue. Competitors faced 

seven stages, and plenty of dramas 

unfolded throughout the day.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overall winner was Seamus O’Connell 

& Philip Hunter.  Our interest was 

provided by John & Michael Byrne’s 

Sunbeam which was a creditable sixth 

overall. John’s flamboyance obviously 

proved to be effective on the day.  Andy 

Hennessy was also there in an Imp. 
 

David Fagan has completed his 

computer studies degree with a 

commendable II1.  Now Vincent has to 

start saving up to fund a post-graduate 

course. 
 

Richard Pain is occasionally known as 

Jim.  He might also be styled Sam given 

that he is, in full, Richard James Samuel 

Pain. 

 
Dermot Carnegie availed of Paul 

Bosdet’s navigational expertise on the 

Three Castles Welsh Classic Trial at the 

end of May.  They were 22nd overall 

which, given the expertise of both of 

them, seems a little further down the 

order than one would have expected.  

However – thereby hangs a tale!   

 

 
 

  
 

  
Due to pressure of space, there is room only for this brief glance at Robert Bolton’s fleet.   

Full justice will be done in the next issue. 

MEMBERS MOTORS
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The original plan to use Dermot’s Mk I 

Escort fell through (car not quite ready 

yet) so they were in Dermot’s Mini.   

On the first day second gear proved 

difficult to engage.  The problem was 

getting worse rather than better so 

Dermot rang Eamonn Byrne to see if he 

could provide an instant remedy over the 

airwaves.  He couldn’t, but said “I’ll 

come over and fix it”.  Dermot seemed to 

think that this was a little bit over the top 

but Eamonn and nephew Daniel duly 

appeared having left Dublin at 9 p.m. on 

the second day with all the necessary 

paraphernalia, including engine hoist in 

the back of the jeep.  By 7 a.m. the 

engine was out, the gearbox swarf 

disposed of by rinsing the gearbox in the 

sea and the job completed.  Eamonn and 

Daniel were back at work in Delgany by 

midday.  The transmission difficulties 

were, of course, responsible for Dermot 

and Paul’s lowly finishing position.  

However they did do well enough to be 

the recipients of a gold medal.  These are 

awarded to those competitors who 

remain within 5% of the penalties of the 

Best in Class during the event. 

 

 
 

Frank Fennell partnered by Mark 

Appleton in Frank’s Alpha Giulia Super 

did brilliantly to win the 21st Classic 

Marathon at the end of June. 

 
The event covered 2500 km over six 

days and visited Slovenia, Croatia and 

Austria. 

 

The Sunbeam Tiger of Jayne Wignall & 

Kevin Savage was second.  Similarly 

mounted Drexel & Patricia Gillespie 

were 25th, just ahead of the Volvo 142 of 

Pat Neville & Eamonn Waldron.  Joe 

Reynolds was partnered by Peter 

Rushforth in his MG Magnette – they 

were thirtieth. 

 
The only other Irish representatives, Ed 

Cassidy & Mick O’Shea, were forced to 

retire when their MGC’s engine expired. 

 
 

In the middle of July Simon Echlin had a 

great win in the BTRDA Autotest 

Championship in his Caterham.  The 

event was in the Anglesey showground 

on the Saturday.  He didn’t do quite so 

well at Wrexham on the Sunday. 

 

On the last weekend in July, down in 

Limerick, Paddy Power dominated an 

autotest weekend in Newcastlewest.  

Alan Coyle was fifth on the Saturday and 

second on the Sunday.  Stefan Walsh and 

Ger Lawlor won their class on both days. 

 

This rather indistinct image is of one of 

Joe Reynolds’s dogs in the hot seat of his 

BMW 2002.   

 
He opined that the dog would probably 

be a more satisfactory travelling 

companion than his usual incumbents.  

The dog wouldn’t give out about his 

driving and would not need much in the 

way of pitstops to keep going. 

 
TDCTDCTDCTDCTDCTDCTDCTDCTDCTDCTDCTDCTDCTDC 

 

Beginners’ Autotest 
24

th
 June 
 

There was a great turnout for this event.  

Their enthusiasm was rewarded with a 

beautifully sunny evening in Woodside.  

Three laps of three tests was the recipe, 

overseen, in his own inimitable fashion, 

by Ronnie Griffin, seen here briefing 

Larry Mooney. 

 
 

 
There was lots of double driving and 

even some triple driving.  Of the latter 

the Piers MacFheorais (above) / Trish 

Denning / Donal Arundel Starlet 

succumbed to brake master cylinder 

woes early on.  Donal went home but the 

situation was resolved later so Piers and 

Trish did a quick three laps at the end. 
 

JJ Farrell and his dad, John, organised 

their double drive somewhat 

unconventionally.  John did all three of 

his laps and then JJ did his three.   
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It was suggested that they adopted this 

strategy so that John could head back to 

Navan early to beat the curfew in the 

home for the bewildered. 
 

Keith Slowey was in what looked like 

his granny’s Mini.  His highlight was at 

the finish of Test 2 where he had a pylon 

and followed this through with an 

attempt to knock over timekeeper Steven 

Bolton (what is the penalty for this?).  

Fortunately, Steven’s nifty footwork saw 

him avoid permanent damage. 
 

 
Eamonn Byrne, seen here consulting 

Martin Nugent, has a reputation for 

losing test diagrams but on this event he 

surpassed himself by mislaying his time 

card for the second lap. 
 

Despite there being 41 participants, there 

didn’t seem to be too many delays at 

tests.  However, there was the usual 

hiatus before results were produced.  The 

problem here is that all of the times have 

to be in and then scrutinised, class by 

class, to discover if anybody has 

exceeded the “fail time”.  This has then 

to be applied.  This is quite a time 

consuming exercise.  The club has asked 

one of our more computer savvy 

committee members to see if the 

machine can be persuaded to undertake 

this task successfully on its own.   
 

Another “mea culpa” on this event was 

the classification of competitors.  There 

had not been sufficient thought put into 

what precisely constituted a beginner.  A 

more rigorous definition, yet to be 

decided, will be applied at a future date, 

also yet to be decided. (See News – Ed.) 
 

Whatever about these shortcomings, 

everybody seemed to enjoy themselves.  

The barbecue was a very welcome 

complement to the proceedings.  The 

extended Lenehan family deserves many 

thanks for hosting a great event.   

 
Frank did not receive his just desserts 

when the Starlet, which he and Declan 

Hendrick were sharing, packed up after 

the first lap.  As a consolation prize 

Frank showed Declan how to work the 

tractor so he could collect a few bales 

after everybody had finished 
 

 
Well done to Grattan Evans, who was the 

Premier Award winner in his Starlet. 

 

RESULTS 
 

TRIALS DRIVERS' CLUB 

BEGINNERS' AUTOTEST AT 

SANDYFORD, DUBLIN: 24th June 
 

 
 Paul Phelan announces 

 

1 Grattan Evans (Starlet) 530.5s, 

2 Jamie O'Donohoe (Starlet) 532.6s, 

3 Burschi Wojnar (Starlet) 537.2s, 

4 Mark Nugent (Starlet) 540.7s, 

5 David Sheehan (Starlet) 541.3s, 

6 Kevin Fagan (Starlet) 556.0s. 

Class winners: 

Keith Slowey (Mini) 558.4s, Jamie 

O'Donohoe, Shay Crawley (BMW 318) 

596.6s. 
 

NOVICES: 

1 Damien Doran (Mini) 467.3s, 

  
Damien & Stefan 

2 Stefan Walsh (Starlet) 473.1s, 

3 Owen Murray (Starlet) 496.5s. 

Class winners: 

Stefan Walsh, Piers MacFheorais 

(Starlet) 498.1s. 
 

EXPERTS: 

1 Chris Grimes (Mini) 409.8s, 

2 Eamonn Byrne (Starlet) 427.5s, 

3 J J Farrell (Starlet) 439.5s, 

4 Daniel Byrne (Starlet) 453.8s, 

5 Eddie Peterson (Starlet) 462.8s, 

6 Joe Doran (Corsa) 467.3s. 

Class winners: 

Andrew O'Donohoe (Midget) 467.5s, 

Eamonn Byrne, Joe Doran. 
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