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Chairman’s Chunterings

	 Nothing specific to chunter about this time.  

	 There is good news in that Cavan MC have joined the 
ranks of MVAT promoters - their inaugural event was well-
received.  The more MVATs there are the better.

	 It is worth repeating that we would encourage all of our 
members to become involved in some capacity at our events.

	 For any prospective members who might read this, 
particularly those who might be thinking about entering any of 
the remaining 2017 events, membership applications from now 
’til the end of the year will cover 2018 as well.  Remember that 
the annual subscription can be recouped with just two entry fee 
discounts for TDC events. 

	 Last November the tests for “our” round of the Hewison 
Championship were less convoluted than previously.  This time 
they will be even more open, so don’t be “put off” from having a go.

	 	 	 	 	 	 	       Ian
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COVER PHOTOS  (both by Peter Boyd in Holfeld’s)

Mark Doran’s Escort is nicely colour co-ordinated with the TDC arrow.
Rebecca Coogan makes her motorsport debut with Karen Gaffney.  See Page 12.

Conal O’Neill, Dave Campion, Conor Clarke & 
John Nolan make their periodical premières in this 

issue

The Club offers its condolences to the Power family on the death, on 10th September, of Sonja, Patrick & 
Geraldine’s daughter, Cian’s mum, Sheila’s stepdaughter and Rory’s cousin.

Also to Declan Grogan and his family on the death of his mother, Betty on 7th September.

Apropos the number of issues getting close to 50, mentioned in the 
last Turbine, this is the fifty third so the golden edition has already 

been (in April).

     

      See Page 23 
     for explanation
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Brendan McCoy was 
generating a photographic 
record in case of queries as he 
observed at the Glencullen 
PCT in July.  Piers 
MacFheorais was “clean”  
during this part of the section.

Dermot Carnegie & 
Mark FitzSimon are 
uncharacteristically 
commendably law-
abiding in Holfeld’s 
as they steer clear of 
the “no-go” area.
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	 Well here we (Robert & John 
Whelan - Ed.) are in Poyntzpass, one 
year on, one year older, one year of 

Targa rallies 
behind us but 
yes, still none 
the wiser!!! Well 
where do I start?
Rathfriland on 
12th August 
typifies what 
Targas are all 
about. Everyone 
friendly, happy, 
willing and able 

both North & South of the border. 
Competition 
still as tough 
as ever.   
What great 
eventing this 
is, very well 
organised, 
brilliant fun, 
yet extremely 
competitive.  
Also, the 
price is right 
so “come on 
down” as 
they say or, 
in this case, 
“come on 
up!!”
	 For anyone thinking of 
motorsport in any guise you would 
definitely have to consider this 
option seriously. It is hard to explain 
in detail but you won’t get more 
enjoyment for your money, Euros or 
Pounds, in any other form of 
motorsport and believe you me I’ve 
spent a bob or two in every format 
that motorsport comes in.
While it is certainly excellent fun 
and the banter is of the highest 
quality, everyone involved takes the 
competition very seriously indeed 
and fights tooth and nail to get that 
overall win which has eluded us to 
date. I do believe though that we are 
now knocking on the door to that top 
spot.  While our attitude may appear 
to be a bit flippant a lot of hard work 

has been put in to get us to this 
position to get there.  As Eamonn 
Byrne has proved, year in and year 
out, that the Toyota Starlet maybe a 
very old car but in the right hands 
can, and does, win on a regular basis.
	 The tests themselves are set 
to maximise the thrill of motorsport 
while remaining safe enough for 
everyone to extend themselves 
without doing too much damage to 
themselves or their cars.  There is 
plenty of action and occasionally 
some gamesmanship too when you 
try to get a sneak preview of what 
challenges the tests might offer by 
standing on the top of a bank and 
watching some of the cars ahead of 
you. 
	 I think I’ve enough said for 
now.  Hopefully, when I write next, 
we and by that I mean Robert will 
have the overall win under his belt 
and that is despite me navigating and 
offering other parental advice !!!!
	 This particular event 
followed the familiar recipe to great 
effect and everybody (well almost 
everybody, I suppose) went home 
happy.  We won our class and 
finished tenth overall just 25 seconds 
behind the winner.  It was Mark 
Francis’s first win.  He does have 
some pedigree (his dad, Davy was a 
notable rallycrosser).  He was 
navigated by Gillian Haydon in his 
MX5.  
	 ’Til next time.
	 	 John

RESULTS
1 Mark Francis / Gillian Haydon 
	 (MX5) 	 13:22 
2 Christopher Evans / Kevin Fagan 
	 (MX5) 	 13:29
3 Eric Patterson / Raymond Donaldson 
	 (MX5) 	 13:34
4 Michael Duke / Claudette Hollywood 
	 (MX5) 	 13:34

5 Paul Mooney / Lorraine McMorrow 
	 (Nova) 	 13:34
6 Piers McFheorais / Ian McCulloch 
	 (MX5) 	 13:35

	 I asked Conor Clarke to put 
some thoughts on paper after the 
Club Autotest in Earthmover Plant 
Rentals in Rathcoole.  Despite my 
less than flattering remarks 
regarding his flared jeans (he claims 
they are coming back into fashion), 
he agreed.  As he refers to both the 
Rathfriland Targa and the Club 
Autotest, I have positioned it in 
between the two events.  - Ed

	 The name of the game is to 
have fun and enjoy yourself - not to 
take it too seriously!  What an 
extraordinarily warm welcome I 
have received from everybody since 
deciding to become involved in 
motorsport earlier this year.  I have 
taken part in Autotests, Targas and a 
PCT as driver and navigator.  I am 
really enjoying the sport - drivers/
competitors/marshals are all such 
great craic to get along with and help 
make the whole experience fantastic.  
With everyone willing to offer 
support/help and friendly tips or 
advice on tests it helps make the 
beginners feel more comfortable.  
There is no sense that you are being 
judged.  
	 On Targas, like the 
Rathfriland one out of Poyntzpass 
that I sat with John Nolan on, the 
tests were very well presented/
mapped with detailed descriptions of 
pylons/stop boxes etc.  This allowed 
me and John to familiarise ourselves 
with some light learning beforehand 
so we could get around the test as 
intended by the organisers. We were 
17th out of the more than 60 starters.
	 For other events such as the 
Club Autotest in Rathcoole a week 
later, the tests are much shorter and 
you can “walk” them to help 

Rathfriland “Around-a-Pound” Targa Rally                 12th August

John

A summery Robert 
getting abuse/advice 
from Ronnie Griffin
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memorise what is required before 
tackling them.  Watching others have 
a go is also a good idea.
	 I would highly recommend 
taking up the sport at this level to 
any beginner interested in becoming 
involved.  You will improve your car 
control and make friends.  I am 
really enjoying being part of the 
TDC community.
	 See you all at 
future events!
	 	       Conor

Clive Evans 
came up to keep 

an eye on 
Christopher 

only to discover 
that no 

spectators are 
allowed - he 

signed up as a 
marshal and got 
in on the action. 

Piers 
MacFheorais 
scratches his 

head as 
Dermot 

Carnegie 
holds forth.  
Christopher 
Evans (L) 
and John 

O’Reilly (R) 
listen politely 

Declan Furlong brought along his 
brother-in-law, Derek Beglan for 

company 

Tim Faulkner 
prepares.

What does he need 
the whistle for?

Helen Caulfield 
& Matt Walsh

Peter Faulkner 
had Historic 
Midget racer, 

Cathal O’Carroll had another first-
timer with him - rallying legend, 

Tommy Burke

Colin Keegan & Gillian Coughlan

The efficient & 
welcoming 

Jenny Heath was 
on sign-on duty

Wolfgang Schnittger “on the maps”. 
It was his debut which might explain 

the hearty breakfast (condemned 
man convention?)

Nicky Sparks, Conor Clarke, Kevin 
Fagan

Eamonn Byrne & John Kavanagh 
cradle their skinny lattes.
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	 It was a nice sunny morning 
in the Earthmover Plant Rentals 
premises at Keating’s Park, 
Rathcoole for the TDC Club 
Autotest. 
	 The three tests would be 
arranged in a yard normally used for 
the storage and hire of large earth 
moving 
equipment.  
It was more 
or less 
empty 
thanks to 
the earlier 
arrival of 
our host, 
Tony 
Mansfield 
who shifted an amount of plant into 
an adjacent compound.
	 I arrived at 10.30am to find 

Philip O’Reilly (L) and Richard 
Meeke moving cones and pylons 

around the place.  David Meeke (L), 
pictured here with Eric Byrne was 
also busy drawing lines with flour 
from a couple of 7-up bottles.
	 By 11am our test designers 
had finished tweaking the layouts 

and we all assembled for the drivers’ 
briefing.  After Tim Faulkner, on the 
right above with Richard Warner (L) 
and Peter Lynch, had finished 
explaining the code of conduct for 
the day, it was over to Ian 
McCulloch to explain the kind of 
buddy system initiative which was 
being tried out for this event. 
	 The idea was to pair up an 
expert with a beginner; they would 
walk the tests together and the expert 
would offer advice and helpful 
suggestions on how best to handle 
the challenges.  The mentor would 
also keep an eye on his charge 
throughout the day - it was a great 
idea.  I was paired up with Richard 
Meeke.  We walked each of the three 
tests together and Richard made 
suggestions on the best way to 
approach each test - he was a great 
help.
	 It was now time to do some 
driving.  We had to attempt the three 
tests four times.  However our first 
run on each test was to be a practice 
run - it was timed but didn't count 
towards our overall result.
	 Test 1 was at the front of the 
main building on a steepish slope.  
Reverse needed to be selected three 
times. Despite this I found that it 
flowed quite well.  I set off under the 
watchful eye of my mentor, who I 
was keen to impress.  I thought it had 

gone fairly well until I noticed 
Richard nodding his head at the 
finish line and it wasn't the positive 
head nodding that I had been hoping 
for.  “You forgot to go around the 
bottom pylon,” he declared and 
“you’re not being aggressive 
enough.“ “Where?” I asked.  
“Everywhere,” he replied.  I was 
glad it was only a practice run. I had 
another go at the test straight away - 
much better this time and no 
penalties.
	 Test 2 was at the side of the 
main building and it was the tightest 
of the three.  With the building on 
one side and some very solid looking 
earth moving machinery on the 
other, there was little room for error.  
Then the last section of the test 
brought you very close to the 
building for some very tight 
manoeuvres.  I had a clean run but 
not that fast.
	 Test 3 was in a yard up at the 
back.  The test designers had decided 
on a last minute change to the layout 
at the behest of John McAssey who 
wasn’t happy with the flow of the 
original offering. I found this to be 
the hardest test and there were plenty 
of opportunities to mess up.  It was a 
good challenge.  (Had John’s 
intervention made it easier for you I 
wonder? - Ed.) I had a steady run on 
my first attempt here.  Richard 

TDC Club Autotest                13th August

Dave, posing with some 
of the”equipment”
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observed and gave me a few more 
pointers.
	 I improved my times on all 
three tests the second time around.  I 
didn't however improve very much 
on my third and final runs, I had no 
penalties for the day.
	 While Ian was busy totting 
up the results, the test designers were 
in action again joining Tests 1and 2 
to create a “grand prix” test.  This 
was done under Tim Faulkner’s 
supervision. The prize for the fastest 
time was a bottle of wine.  Each 
competitor had one attempt only and 

the more experienced drivers went 
first to show how it should be done. 
It was a great test and John McAssey 
got the vino.
	 We assembled for the results 
and prize giving, Tim announced that 
since it was a beginners event the 
best beginners time would win the 
Premier Award.  As I ended up being  
the fastest of the beginners on the 
day I was delighted with this 
decision.  It was the icing on a 
very enjoyable day.
	 	 	    Dave

RESULTS       
1 Richard Meeke (Starlet) 377.2s,
2 John McAssey (Starlet) 396.8s,
3 John Nolan (Starlet) 402.0s,
4 Philip O'Reilly (Starlet) 405.8s,
5 James Mansfield (Mini) 417.3s,
6 Brian Kingston (Ignis) 418.4s.
BEGINNERS:
1 David Campion (Starlet) 477.8s,
2 Eric Byrne (Starlet) 497.3s,
3 Conor Clarke (Starlet) 499.5s.
Class winners: Andrew Boland 
(Mazda MX5), Brian Kingston.

Sunday, 15th October - Club Autotest, 
Mondello Park 

Sunday, 12th November - Howard Wilde Hewison 
Championship Autotest, Mondello Park

James Mansfield mends while David 
Ronaldson observes impassively.

John Nolan Aoife Ryan

Eoin O’Curry
Anthony Freeney, Conal O’Neill, Ciaran Clarke, Brian Kingston

Ciaran Freeney was 
keeping the state of 
his PCT battered 
leg unrevealed 
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	 The report below is a mixture 
of extracts from the Monaghan MC 
website and feedback from some 
participants.  The pics are also from 
the website.
	 Derek Mackarel & Kieran 
McGorman took overall victory on 

last weekend’s Endurance Trial, 
based at the Four Seasons Hotel in 
Monaghan. The West Monaghan 
pairing took a convincing victory 
with Mackarel fending off rivals, 
Martin Tynan & Fintan Clerkin by 
50 seconds.   The Ascona of Derek’s 

dad, Andy & Richard Cassidy was 
actually second quickest but were 
interlopers from the Retro class.  All 
of the other contenders were in 
Endurance spec. cars.  C-o-C Fintan 
Keenan organised a challenging 
route including many popular 
selectives such as Hut Cross, 
McNally’s Treanor’s, Wright’s and 
Sherlock’s. The popularity of the 
event was evident in a total of 41 
crews taking part, a record for this 
event.
	 The morning loop of 
selectives were to the North of 
Monaghan town. Top seeds Karl 
O’Donoghue/Evin Hughes dropped 
out of contention by missing the 
opening code board - not the only 

ones.  There were a few misgivings 
expressed regarding the code boards.
They weren’t always easy to spot 
(too high and too low) and their 
positioning wasn’t optimised for 
speed reduction.  This last misgiving 
also applied to some playing card 
collection locations.  There was an 
inconsistency here too with the 
recording, or not, on the Time Cards 
of their return to the selective finish 
marshal.   
	 By the lunch halt, Mackarel/
McGorman had taken the lead and 
were 9 seconds clear of Martin 
Tynan/Fintan Clerkin. Endurance 
regulars, Kevin O’Rourke/Dave 

McAulay were in 3rd. 
	 The afternoon loop consisted 
of seven selectives south of 
Monaghan town repeated twice.   
There was one particularly 
memorable test in a wind farm which 
had a link section between two 
service roads whose navigability was 
hardly worthy of the term.  It would 
have been about Grading minus10 on 
the Coarse Aggregate Classification 
Table.  As a bonus, it also featured 
green-painted tree stumps.  It made 
Castle Howard look like a motorway. 
Not many left here without at least a 
puncture and/or a deformed sump 

guard.  Some cars even needed 
treatment with a panel beating 
hammer to restore the sump itself to 
its original state.
	 Mackarel/McGorman 
stretched their lead significantly over 
this loop and despite losing 12 
seconds in Wright’s Quarry had 
opened up a 26 second lead over 
Tynan/Clerkin. They continued to 
press home their advantage, 
eventually finishing 49 seconds clear. 
Sligo driver Patrick Corcoran, 

navigated by his dad, Joe, took 3rd 
overall, 1 minute 17 seconds off the 
leaders. O’Rourke/McAulay dropped 
to 5th behind O’Donoghue/Hughes.
	 Mark Reilly & Darragh 

Gibbons won the small capacity 
class for Navigation Trial cars.
	 As ever the event wouldn’t 
have happened without the co-
operation of residents and 
landowners.  Also worthy of mention 
is the Four Seasons Hotel for 
sponsoring the event and, of course, 
the marshals who turned out to man 
the selectives.
	 The reservations mentioned 
above paint a less flattering picture 
of the event than was the case - it is a 
regrettable corollary of such 
comments.  Whatever, those who 
expressed them did say that they 
would be back again next 
year!
 	                        Editor

Monaghan MC Endurance Trial                13th August

Karl & Evin
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RESULTS       
1 Derek Mackarel / Kieran 
McGorman (Starlet) 7:03
2 Andy Mackarel / Richard Cassidy 
(Ascona) 7:41
3 Martin Tynan / Fintan Clerkin 
(Starlet) 7:52
4 Patrick Corcoran / Joe Corcoran 
(Starlet) 8:20
5 Karl O’Donoghue / Evin Hughes 
(Starlet) 8:50

6 Kevin O’Rourke / Dave McAulay 
(Starlet) 9:15

A Beginner’s Account
	 I play a bit of golf, but I have 
never got so enthusiastic about the 
game that I am prepared to get up at 
6.30am on my day off to play. 
MVATs have filled that void 
however, and when the alarm went 
off I was out of the blocks not even 
knowing whether McGregor had 
worked a miracle and toppled 
Mayweather. I’m new to the sport 
having been introduced to the 
phenomenon by Danny O’Donohoe, 
and my original intention was to get 
involved with a rear wheel drive car. 
A bit like Cinderella’s sisters 
however, I just couldn’t find an MX5 
that fitted comfortably, so rather than 
sit on the fence I bought myself a 
1995 Starlet to get me started. The 

tax book says it’s blue but I’m not 
convinced and the extent of race 
ready preparation goes no further 
than a steering wheel knob and a 
screw to hold in the handbrake 
button. Fully loaded she is not, but 
reliable she has proven to be so far, 
and this is one of the main attractions 

as I know little of what goes on 
under the bonnet. I drive it to and 
from the events and this morning 
was no different. Heading out of 
Kilkenny around 7.15am, the day 
looked bright although I did 
encounter a few raindrops on the 
way that looked interesting as I 
haven’t done an event in the wet as 
yet.
	 The Holfeld’s site intrigues 
me given its scale and not really 
understanding what goes on there 
when we’re not ripping up the 
tarmac, concrete, stones and moss. 
Although this was now my fifth 
event, I had been here earlier in the 
year and enjoyed it immensely. I did 
find the tests difficult to navigate on 
that occasion and all I recall was a 
sea of red and white - bollards, tape 
and barriers. This time I was keen to 
get to the venue earlier than I have 
been doing. I attended the 
“Beginners” autotest with the club in 
Rathcoole recently where we were 
teamed up with more experienced 
drivers. Brian Kingston, who pedals 

his Ignis very adroitly, was my 
appointed mentor and he was very 
helpful. One of the key messages I 
took away from that event was to 

spend much more time learning the 
tests. So, after signing on with Trish 
Wojnar, I went 
straight to 
work and 
managed to 
drive each test 
three times for 
the most part. 
I had already 
made sure I 
had my preferred rubber on the car 
from the day before, so once I 
unloaded my lunch and a few spares, 
I was good to go and made my way 
to my starting point at Test 5.
	 I found this test reasonably 
straightforward to follow and there 
was some good length and the 
opportunity to get into second gear. 
A “clear round” from a penalty 
perspective so I was happy with the 
initial effort, but 
made a mental 
note that should I 
ever own a 911, 
parking it at the 
finish of an 
MVAT test mightn’t be the best idea 
– my Starlet was making moves that 
direction. I headed down then to 
Ciaran (Freeney), 
pictured here revealing 
his latest PCT wound 
dressing,  at Test 1 and 
I appeared to set a new 
record for jumped 
starts – I engaged the 

Glyn Gaffney & Alan Doran Martin Nugent & Alan Cullinan

TDC “Declan’s” MVAT              27th August
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clutch and hit the accelerator at 
countdown minus 2 and sure enough 
Ciaran noticed. No flies on that man! 
To add insult to injury I went on to 
miss a corner pylon in the bottom 
left hand corner of the test. A “Fail” 
then, and so much for the practice. 
But onwards and upwards, I headed 
on to Test 3 by the woodwork yard 
which was wide and open. After a 
countdown from Eoin, I held back 
the wild horses and departed from 
the line on “Go” rather than “2”. A 
fine performance I thought till the 
radio confirmed a “Fail” – I had 
forgotten to drive back through the 
gates I had previously reversed 
through on my return journey so now 
I had notched up two “Fails” in a 
row (I hear consistency is important 
in this game!). Fortunately, things 
settled a bit from there and I kept my 
penalties down to one when I 
reversed all fours wheel beyond a 
line on Test 5. Test 3 was the test I 
enjoyed the most, perhaps as it had 
the greatest amount of loose gravel. 
Test 4 was at the furthest point on the 
site, and I was surprised at how 
tricky I found the last three elements 
– circle a pylon, reverse over a line, 
take a sharp left and then right to 
finish (with no power steering).
	 Throughout the day and after 
the event, I took the time to talk to 
people and watch some of the 
experts in action. The best 
description I give to people that 
wonder what I am doing on 
intermittent Sundays is to tell them 
that I am hanging out with guys and 
girls that can make cars dance. It’s 
quite amazing to watch, especially 
for a newbie, and to be fair the rear 
wheel drive entourage look pretty 
cool – 007-like in their endeavours! 
In any event I have picked up a list 
of tips as long as my arm on changes 
and tweaks that should help bring the 
holy grail of improved times – power 
steering, adjusting the gear linkage 
so I stop jamming the gears when 

looking for reverse, 15” wheels 
versus 13” wheels, better tyres, 
hydraulic handbrake, dipping the 
clutch, re-invest in a Jap import for 
an extra few HP – not sure if all 
these mods are within the rules!  
(One of the attractions is that, apart 
from tyres, you can fiddle about with 
the car as much as you like. - Ed.)  
	 Bottom line I’ve learned, 
thanks to the sage advice of Tim 
Faulkner, is that practice is where the 
main time gains are going to be for a 
beginner like me. Perhaps MVATs 
are no different to golf 
after all!
	 	 Conal

RESULTS
1 Christopher Evans (MX5) 1407s,
2 Daniel Byrne (Peugeot 106) 1433s,
3 Mark Doran (Escort) 1434s,
4 Richard Meeke (MX5) 1442s,
5 John Nolan (Starlet) 1446s,
6 Liam Cashman (Starlet) 1457s,
7 Brian Kingston (Ignis) 1465s,
8 Piers MacFheorais (MX5) 1474s,
9 Eddie Peterson (MR2) 1475s,
10 Eamonn Byrne (MX5) 1479s.
Class winners: John McAssey 
(Starlet) 1500s, Colin Sheridan 
(Starlet) 1599s, Daniel Byrne, 
Richard Meeke, Mark Doran.

John Nolan was “on fire”

Liam Cashman had an 
uncharacteristic “Fail”

Christopher Evans double drove 
John O’Reilly’s MX5 to good effect

Daniel - as neat as ever

The cone had capsized before the 
immaculate Piers MacFheorais got 

there 

No, this is not a misprint - Eamonn 
was in one of Piers’s MX5s as his 
regular Starlet was undergoing 

rehabilitation.
To add to Eamonn’s excitement, the 

old muscle memory intervened 
inappropriately a couple of times.  

The handbrake is not alongside the 
transmission tunnel so groping in 

this vicinity is not beneficial on the 
approach to a pylon.  It is actually a 

vertical stick adjacent to the gear 
lever and is not helpful when 

attempting to change from first to 
second 
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A bevy of Briggs- Susan (L), Zoe & Kim

A muddle of marshals - Glyn Walker (L), Derek Fahy, 
Rob Bolton & Colin Phillips

A laughter of Lombards - Richard (L), 
John & Hazel

Gillian Griffin 
did well on her 

first outing.  
Dad, David, sat 
in at the start 

but she 
dispensed with 

his services 
later on.

David Fitzpatrick (L) got the better 
of dad, Seán on this occasion

Mark Leeson & Ger 
Matthews are Starlet 
savants who we were 

delighted to have on hand 
for their marshalling 

debuts

Craig MacWilliam, Andrew 
Boland, Dave Campion 

(above R), Philip O’Reilly 

Larry 
Mooney

Newcomer, Gerard Keane 
gives it his full attention

Aoife Ryan & Conor Clarke

Ron Corry & Geoff LongEddie Peterson was getting the hang his “new” MR2
Jack Brien had 
tyre trouble - he 
shredded them
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Glyn Gaffney (Ted’s son) made Adam Halligan’s day when he asked him 
to be his passenger.  Adam had come along with Les, Rebecca & Abigail 

Coogan to help Les with in his marshalling role.  Rebecca was also 
“rescued” from marshalling duties when Ted was volunteered to do some 

timekeeping.  This left a vacancy alongside his wife, Karen which 
Rebecca filled with considerable aplomb.  Ted, Karen & Glyn are to be 

commended for their willing helpfulness in this “musical chairs”. 

Paul 
Sealy

Anthony 
Freeney

Mark FitzSimon & Martin CaseyA rare image of super snapper, Peter 
Boyd (R) with Colin Sheridan

Angus 
Johnson 
leaves an 

impenetrable 
legacy

John McAssey isn’t a man for blowing 
his own trumpet and on this occasion he 

avoided banging the big drum.

Fearghus (Gus) 
Booth really enjoyed 

his first outing

Glyn & Ted Karen & Rebecca

Glyn & Adam
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• Holfelds at the end of August took up much of the 
two meetings. (The September meeting was brought 
forward a week to facilitate it) 

• Dates for 2018 - it is hoped that Leinster / MEC might 
apply for a date (16th Sept?) for a PCT to bring total 
number up to three in the season.

• Glencullen PCT went well despite our first ever 
experience of rain during one of these events - it kept 
the dust down!

• We now have the hardware - stakes, punches etc. - to 
be self-sufficient re. PCTs.  Non committee member, 
Dave Meeke instrumental.

• Karting outing mooted for some night later this year.

• Larry Mooney agreed to be Club CAC rep.
• Venues for the remaining events this year to be 

“firmed up”.
• More radios to be purchased so that, if necessary, 

there are three per test.
• Club Autotest in Earthmover Plant Rentals, Rathcoole 

was well received.  Mentor/neophyte pairing 
appreciated.  Entry numbers disappointing given how 
popular it was last year.  Difficult to explain. 

• The MI magazine will be no longer.  The hope that 
sufficient advertising income would be raised to fund 
was not realised.

Committee Notes
Resumé of proceedings at committee meetings   Aug, Sep 2017

Defibrillator ready for action at the Club 
Autotest in August.

Chris Byrne, but who is hiding in the bushes?

SNIPPETS

This image 
appeared in the 
Woodside report in 
the last Turbine.
The question 
wasn’t of the quiz 
variety.  I was 
interested to 
identify somebody 
who was prepared 
to display their 
ALDI loyalty so 
brazenly.
WHO ARE YOU?
WHO IS HE?

The search for marketing 
ploys certainly doesn’t 
leave any stones 
unturned.  Our free gift at 
the TSCC MVAT was a 
pair of bespoke air 
fresheners.  As you might 
infer from the muffed 
glass mine has been 
appropriately installed.
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	 The day began very early as 
we (John Nolan & Aoife Ryan - Ed.) 
made our way up north to 
Newtownards for our first TSCC 
MVAT.  After about 2½ hours we 
arrived at our 
destination, the 
Ulster Flying 
Club, where 
we arrived for 
scrutiny and 
got treated to a 
hearty 
breakfast laid 
on for us at the 
Cloud 9 café.
	 As we fuelled ourselves for 
the day ahead we examined the 
booklet of 20 tests that were to be 
tackled. There were about 50 drivers 
signed up for the event.  We were 

starting at 43 just behind Frank 
Lenehan so we travelled in convoy 
with him for the day.  Tim Faulkner 
was on holidays so Frank had Davy 

Johnston with him.
	 We got off to a good start and 
seemed to be on the pace with the 
legendary Frank until we got to Test 
4 where we ended up failing on the 
first attempt by looping the wrong 
pylon. Due to this glitch we wanted 
to make sure not to make the same 
mistake again but we ended up 

overthinking it completely the 
second time around and hesitated at 
the same point but thankfully 
avoided a “fail” though we did lose a 
few seconds.
	 After completing the first 
eight tests we all headed back to 
event HQ at the Ulster Flying club to 
hand back our time cards and get 
some much needed grub. We 
compared our times with Frank and 
were keeping very close with only a 
few seconds either way so the 
competition was well and truly on.
	 We set off on the next loop 
for the afternoon where there was a 
good variety of tests. The most 
memorable and exciting was Test 10 
where we pushed it extra hard 
resulting in a massive tank-slapper, 
whose rhythm allowed us to avoid 
every pylon along the way. We 
finished the test with serious smiles 
on our faces from the experience and 
we even got a round of applause 
from onlookers for an exciting and 
entertaining performance. With that 
said, Frank still managed to get a few 
seconds on us.  While it may have 
been entertaining, the tank-slapping, 
no doubt, cost us some time! The 
second time round we didn’t push as 
hard but made up the few seconds.
There was another test similar to a 
Lanes one where we had another 
buttock clenching moment when a 
hay bale come closer than planned.  
We lost one of our door mirrors but 
nevertheless it was worth it - a great 
test.

	 After the final test we headed 
back to base and got treated to a very 
tasty and generous BBQ as part of 
the package. We ended up hanging 
around for the results and were 
delighted with our second in class, 
though not so delighted at losing out 
to Frank by just 3 seconds for the 
class win.
	 We finished ninth overall 
which we were happy with but were 
kicking ourselves a bit over the 
failed test earlier in the day. But 
that’s all in a day of motorsport, take 
the good with the bad.

	 Alan Harryman & Suz 
Graham were worthy winners.  They 
were followed home by Eric 
Patterson & Raymond Donaldson.

	 We thoroughly enjoyed 
the day which was very well 
organised with some great grub and 
would definitely do this event again.

John & Aoife

TSSC NI MVAT             2nd September

Laura Reid ticking 
some scrutiny boxes
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RESULTS
1 Allan Harryman / Suz Graham 
(MR2) 846.7s,
2 Eric Patterson / Raymond 
Donaldson (MX5) 855.3s,
3 Kyle Adair / Francis Adair (MX5) 
879.4

4 Simon Woodside / Steven Dowds 
(MX5) 880.4

5 Mark Stewart / Chris Hobson 
(MX5) 891.6
6 Frank Lenehan / Davy Johnston 
(Starlet) 895.3
7 Mark Francis / Gillian Haydon 
(MX5) 897.6
8 David Crothers / Barbara Kane 
(MX5) 898.6
9 John Nolan / Aoife Ryan (Starlet) 
898.7
10 Ronnie Griffin / Conn Williamson 
(BMW 318) 912.0

C-o-C, Wallace 
McKee preaches 
to the converted

Mark Creighton & Jack Brien 
conspire

Mark Brien & Terence Bradley

Lucinda McKee in control

Ronnie Griffin 
and  Conn 
Williamson 

playing “Peepo/
Peekaboo”

Piers 
MacFheorais
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SNIPPETS

Sunday, 15th October - Club Autotest, 
Mondello Park 

Sunday, 12th November - Howard Wilde Hewison 
Championship Autotest, Mondello Park

This is an extract from a recent “LIFE”, the Sunday 
Independent magazine.
	 Growing up, Joanna Doran's passion was for 
riding horses.  She also found time to navigate in 
Retrospective Trials, mainly with Owen Whelan.  In 
2010, she got the opportunity of a lifetime: to go and 
work for a year with legendary American eventer Bruce 
Davidson.  Although she is a qualified physical 
therapist and personal trainer, she currently works in 
marketing.  Living and working in the city has resulted 
in horses taking a back seat.  In motorsport, “Retros” in 
this country have become all but extinct.  Having gone 
from working in the great outdoors to an office, she 
was looking for an avenue to stay fit, so she started 
running.
	 "I discovered that I enjoyed it. I was 29 at that 
point, having never really run before. I did the Couch 
to 5k on my phone, the same way loads of people do, 
and really enjoyed it, so I did some 10ks and a couple 
of half marathons."  She doesn't remember a precise 
moment when she took a conscious decision to start 
doing triathlons. She tagged along with friends to an 
event (250m swim, 7.5km bike and 2.5km run) at last 
year's TriAthlone and then got talked into having a go 
at Gaelforce West, an extremely tough endurance event 
mixing running, cycling, kayaking and an ascent of 
Croagh Patrick.
	 Now she's set for her greatest challenge yet: the 
half Ironman. To get a sense of how far Joanna has 
come, you just have to go back to last year's triathlon in 
Wicklow, when she volunteered as a marshal for the 
day. She remembers looking at the 1,500m swim 
course, and thinking she could never manage it. But 
last month she took the plunge and completed the 
swim.

	 Today, she'll have the comfort of being with 
friends from her triathlon club, Belpark, but ultimately 
it will be down to her, her preparation and her 
determination to complete the course.  The swim 
doesn't trouble her as much now, which just shows how 
quickly you can improve when you put your mind to it. 
Still, once she gets out of the water and onto her bike, 
she is much happier. 
	 Looking beyond today, she thinks it's likely 
she'll take on the full Ironman at some stage. 
	 PS Joanna completed the course “no bother”! 
Well done.

Photograph by David Conachy

What do you think of the proportions of this sandwich? 
It was one element of a picnic prepared by Mark FitzSimon for himself and 
Dermot Carnegie’s lunch at Holfeld’s in August.  I have never seen quite the 
like of it and am at a loss as to the raison d’être of the design.
Maybe you could offer suggestions for the December Turbine?
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  QUIZ    October Questions

1 Who is modelling the 
fetching flared jeans?  
Help for this question can 
be found on Page 4

9 Who is this, 
sporting the 
cheeky 
appendage?

Answers to valianmcculloch@gmail.com

2 Who is about to put on his “go-
faster” footwear? 3 Who are conferring beyond a watery windscreen?

7 Whose car 
features these 
nice 
transfers?

6 Who is letting off “steam” in 
Glencullen at the PCT in July?

5 What make/model is this and 
to whom does it belong?

8 Who are the Good Samaritans rescuing Tim Swail’s Daihatsu Terios in 
Glencullen at the PCT in July?

4 	 ⟡ is a made-up operator 	( kind of    
	 like + only more complicated)
	 2 ⟡ 10 = 24
	 3 ⟡ 6   = 27
	 7 ⟡ 2   = 63
	 5 ⟡ 3   = ?
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	 We had an early rise for our 
trip to Hutt Cross Quarry in Latton 
Co. Monaghan. It’s a little off the 
beaten track somewhere between 
Cootehill and Shercock in Co. Cavan 
so plenty of time needed for the 
journey. We were looking forward to 
it having been around this track 
before during the Monaghan 
Endurance event back in August. The 
track has lots of different surfaces 
with a chance to ‘get some air’ if 
Cavan Motor Club include the fast 
hump over the hill during one of the 
tests….
 	 My son, Owen, joined me for 
this one. It’s his second time to sit 

with me having ‘navigated’ at the 
production car trial earlier in July. 
Let’s see if he likes the quicker 
pace…
 	 First up was a quick run 
through the paperwork with the very 
efficient Maeve Hyland, event 
secretary, followed by a chance to 
walk the tests in Hutt Cross. Initially, 
16 tests were planned on site, four 
run four times, with six more located 
near the village of Madabawn, a 
couple of kilometres away. In the 
end, twelve tests were run instead of 
the sixteen originally planned at the 
quarry in order claw back some time 
before lunch. This brought  the tally 
of tests for the day to 18. Overall, 
this was a really enjoyable event – 
well done Cavan Motor Club and C-
o-C Ruaidhri Nash.
	 Along with the local crews, 
lots of TDC event regulars were also 

in attendance - Stephen Briggs (& 

Deirdre Kelly), Kevin O’Rourke (& 
Rory Sealy), John Nolan, Aoife Ryan  

James Mansfield, Cathal O’Carroll, 
pictured below, and Maurice 

McMonagle sharing an MX5 to 
name but a few. For me personally, it 
was the first and, possibly last time, 

that I will be competing with a local 
lad by the name of Josh Moffett. I 

wondered if it was it going to be a 
‘Combilift Starlet’.   
	 Hutt Cross is used by Cavan 
Motor Club for lots of different 
motorsport events, including 
Autocross, and, as the name 
suggests, was purpose built on the 
remnants of an old quarry site. 
Gravel, tarmac and muck surfaces 
provided lots of variety.  A few 
showers added to the diversity!
	 Test 1 was located near the 
entrance and was easy to follow. The 
very loose gravel, near the gate that 
we had to reverse through, made it 
difficult to keep momentum but was 
definitely a great way to get the 
blood flowing! 
	 Test 2 ran across the track 
through the centre gravel area with a 
J -turn thrown in to keep us on our 
toes. While this test was easy to 
follow, it was tight around some of 
the earth mounds. Having nearly 
climbed the mound tail first on our 
first attempt, we realised that 
applying so much handbrake wasn’t 
such a good idea. The fast U-bend 
was very slippy and many four-
wheel drifted their way back to the 
finish line. Smiles a plenty!
	 Test 3 utilised the back of the 
track and was the longest of the four. 
We started off navigating around a 
few pylons in a very mucky patch 
and then drove as hard as we could 
onto the tarmac. There was very little 
grip during the early runs but the 
mucky patch dried out a good bit as 
the day went on. After reversing 
between two pylons, it was down to 
the S-chicane on the back straight, 

Cavan MC MVAT           9th September

Aoife
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before a tight 360° around another 
pylon. The right hand bend that 
followed was as fast as we dared 
take it. A quick pull of the handbrake 
helped us around the final pylon 
before doing it all again on the way 
back to the finish line. Lots of gravel 
made it very slippy in places - 
particularly at the S-chicane - the 
quicker guys kept this really tight, 
slowing right down before hitting the 
gravel at the entry to the chicane but 
it wasn’t as easy as they made it 
look!
	 The final test on site, ‘The 
Hill’, started at the top of the hill 
before going down to a slippy “left 
around a pylon”. We then headed 
back up the hill as hard as we could. 
The ‘yump’ lifted us out of our seats 
- Peter Boyd, ‘Peespeed’, has several 
pictures showing John Nolan with 

both front wheels lifted well off the 
ground! If you inspect Peter’s picture 
of our run with a magnifying glass 
you can see that the front nearside 
wheel is just about airborne - clearly 
we didn’t take it quite as quickly as 
some!  ‘The Hill’ was the only test 
that was altered at the drivers 
briefing. Ruaidhri eloquently 
described the 360° originally 
planned at the bottom of the hill as 
being perhaps a tad too tight, and so 
had us drive around a pylon instead. 
Owen quickly updated the test 
diagram with his interpretation of the 
new layout before we set-off. Instead 
of driving around the pylon on our 
first run, I had an attack of brain-fade 
and decided to take the easy route 
and skipped it altogether!  It was to 

be our only penalty of the day but, as 
Owen sympathetically pointed out 
during our ‘debrief’ afterwards, the 
pylon wouldn’t have been there if we 
hadn’t been supposed to drive 
around it!  The rest of the test 
involved driving across a gravel 
median, negotiating a slalom on the 
back straight and then a flat-out drive 
back up the hill before a 90° left to 
the finish. We really enjoyed this 
one!
	 Having completed the first 
four tests, we handed in our timecard 
and headed out for our second run. 
Apart from another driver error or 
two, all went well this time around. 
We pulled a few seconds back on 
Tests 3 and 4 but we were a few 
seconds slower on Tests 1 and 2. 
There were times up on the notice 
board when we handed in our second 
timecard. These revealed that others 
were having their own challenges  - 
all was not lost!
	 After that we all headed to 
Madabawn - it was one o’clock after 
all - and lunch was ready.  
Congratulations to all concerned, the 
lunch was simply fabulous! A choice 
of mains, lots of salads and any 
amount of wee cakes with teas and 
coffees to follow after. Hot, tasty and 
plenty to go around. That this was all  
included in the very reasonable entry 
fee was the icing on the cake.
	 After lunch there were three 
separate tests, run twice. Road 
mileage was small and the route was 
signposted very well - we just had to 
follow red arrows out to these tests 
and yellow ones on the way back. 
We also had a map indicating the test 
locations in the pack provided for 
good measure - Owen seemed 
chuffed to have been able to follow 
the map and navigate us between the 
tests.
	 Mikko & Benny’s was a 
farmyard with lots of grass and a 
steep slope. Having driven through a 
cow shed, we then had to tackle the 
slope. On our way down the slope to 
the finish we had to go around a 

large cattle trailer – it was a very 
tight 90° left, and several 
competitors added more than a 
scrape or two to the nearside of their 
cars trying to negotiate it. That those 
running nearer the front of the field 
made such an effort to widen the gap 
at the trailer nevertheless made it a 
tad easier for those of us that 
followed!
	 Digger World followed and 
the steel pole indicated on the 
diagram was indeed as per the 
diagram - 6 foot tall and very solid, 
so we decided to give it a wide berth! 
There was a lot  of gravel on the run 
up to the pole and the pole was quite 
tight to the building on the left - to 
say I took it gingerly would be 
putting it mildly.
	 Finally, Mervyn’s Yard - the 
only test that wasn’t obvious to us 
when looking at the test diagram. 
The pylons were positioned a lot 
closer than the diagram would have 
led you to believe. We queued up 
and after watching a few of the other 
competitors going through, Owen 
was happy that he understood the 
sequence involved. Apart from a 
slight delay with the reversing 
manoeuvre - again a driver issue - 
this all-gravel test went well.  After 
repeating these three tests, we 
headed back to Hutt Cross for the 
final four tests.
	 The ground had dried out 
considerably in the meantime and all 
of our times were quicker except for 
Test 17 - an “adjustment” during the 
“360°” lost us some time. Another 
driver error I’m afraid! After our 
third run over ‘The Hill’, Owen 
reckoned there was yet more time in 
it and, looking at the pictures 
afterwards, he reckoned the ‘lack of 
air’ going over the yump proved it.
	 The results were quickly 
pulled together and with Stephen, 
Cathal and Maurice cleaning up in 
the RWD class, James and Kevin 
taking podium places and our very 
own John Nolan taking first overall, 
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	 This event was my first 
Targa.  Previous sorties north had 
been for MVATs.  As is now the 
norm for these events the 85 strong 
entry was filled within two days of it 
opening online almost a month 
beforehand and a reserve list was 
created.  I was fortunate to be 
navigating for Piers as his usual 
guiding light, our esteemed editor, 
was differentiating integers or 
somesuch mathematical delights 
associated with the Wolseley Rally!
	 On arrival to the sponsors 
A29 service station on the outskirts 
of Cookstown we were ushered to 
the trailer park and on our return in 
the trusty red MX5 were 
immediately put through scrutiny 
and then through sign-on in a display 
of sublime organisation.  This 
allowed ample time to enjoy the 

complimentary breakfast baps and 
discuss the test diagrams with fellow 
competitors.  There was a good 
contingent from TDCland including 
Eamonn (Byrne) & Joanna 

(Lenehan), Dermot (Carnegie) & 

Mark (FitzSimon),  Declan (Furlong) 

& Derek (Beglan), Mark (Walsh) & 

Linda (Dempsey), Matt (Walsh) & 

Cookstown MC A29 Targa Rally           16th September

it was a very successful trophy haul 
for TDC!
	 We finished sixth overall and 
were delighted. Finishing two 
positions ahead of a certain Josh 
Moffett was a feat we are unlikely to 
replicate! OK his Honda Civic 
saloon might have been a little big 
but he drove it hard …             
	 Sincere thanks to Cavan 
Motor Club for what was a very 
enjoyable inaugural event. Hutt 
Cross Quarry is an excellent facility 
and, like Holfeld’s, has endless 
permutations for tests (just with a 
little more muck thrown in)! 
Ruaudhri and the team were very 
welcoming and enquired several 
times if all was going well. 
Hopefully the 30+ entries will have 
made it worthwhile for the club also. 
Thanks also to the staff in the 
restaurant for the wonderful lunch, 
the landowners for allowing us drive 
through their yards and to the 
marshals, without whom 
none of these events can 
take place!
	 	           Colin

RESULTS
1 John Nolan (Starlet)	        1108.7s,
2 James Mansfield (Mini)   1152.1s,
3 Martin Tynan (Starlet)      1157.6s,
4 Kevin O’Rourke (Starlet) 1166.2s,
5 Stefan Walsh (Starlet)       1200.5s,

6 Colin Sheridan (Starlet)    1234.5s.

Luke O’Neill got the better of dad, 
Finbar

Good to see that Jack Quinn’s back 
was better after damaging it while 
helping to set up Holfeld’s for our 

last MVAT

Trish Denning (above) and Joe 
Downey double-drove Trish’s 

Starlet Mark Reilly
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Helen (Caulfield), Rob & John 

(Whelan), Ted (Gaffney) & William 

(Kelly), Glyn & Amie (Gaffney) 

[they won a prize - Well done], Peter 
(Faulkner) & Anne (Smyth) and 

James (Mansfield) & Tim (Canniffe). 

There was no other Tim (Faulkner) 
as Frank (Lenehan) was on holidays.  
The latter was a revelation to me as I 
thought that he was the embodiment 
of the term workaholic !!! (He was 
dragged away - Ed.)  Christopher 
(Evans) and Kevin (Fagan) did not 
travel, Facebook telling us their car 
was not ready so Kevin did some 
more running around Marlay Park 
setting a new personal best time in 
the process! 
	 Drivers’ briefing was on time 
at 10am: there would be three laps of 
six tests, with a lunch break at the 
end of Lap 2.  Half the entry would 
start at Test 1 and the rest at Test 6 to 
alleviate the dreaded queues.  An 
innovation this year was the use of 
copious stop-astride lines rather than 
stop boxes which was met with a 
mixed reaction and more than a little 
confusion over what the penalty for 
not stopping would be.
	 The start was on time and 
both the tests and the road book 
proved very good and very simple to 
navigate around.  The diagrams were 
very accurate.  The only excitement 
was provided by meeting a 
landowner and his Freelander in the 
middle of a test resulting in 
ourselves and Michael Duke getting 
a re-run!  Light rain started on Lap 2 
which caused some issues with the 
timing tablets, Piers explained they 
were an older generation than the 
TDC ones.  Also on the second lap 
Robert and John were forced to 
retire with transmission maladies 
and we were called upon to give 
them a push onto their trailer.
	 Lunch was included in the 
entry and was in the café of the 
service station who did a great job 
dealing with 170 hungry 
competitors!  Lap 3, still in the rain, 
proved uneventful but we were 
following Eamonn and Paul Mooney 

which gave a great insight into their 
technique for leaving the start line.  
It’s said that Paul has ‘launch 
control’ which certainly seemed 
effective.  We finished on time at 
4.15pm and joined the queue to use 
the service stations wash service.  
I’m pretty sure Ted left them his card 
and he certainly checked what 
products they were using!  Piers 
even availed of their underbody 
wash (for the car!).  The journey 
home in fairly miserable driving 
conditions was spent checking the 
results on the Rallyscore website.  
These revealed a win for Eric 
Patterson (left below with Angela 

Jordan and Raymond Donaldson) in 
his rapid MX5, third for the 
aforementioned Paul Mooney in his 
Nova, eighth for Eamonn and Joanna 
in the very shiny Starlet, Piers in 
twelfth, DC and Mark in fourteenth 
and a very creditable seventeenth for 
Mark and Linda.
	 As I mentioned at the start, 
this was my first Targa and it was a 
brilliant introduction.  Great credit 
must go to Cookstown Motor Club 
and all their marshals and officials.  
For an event to run as smoothly as 
this requires a massive amount of 
planning and hard work.  Now, I 
wonder when Ian is going on 
holidays again?
	 	    Dave

RESULTS 
1 Eric Patterson/Raymond 
Donaldson (Mazda MX-5) 	 21:02
2 Trevor Ferguson/David McElroy 
(Mazda MX-5) 	 	 21:12
3 Paul Mooney/Lorraine McMorrow 
(Vauxhall Nova) 	 	 21:26

Paul
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4 Mark Woodside/Andy Blair 
(Mazda MX-5) 	 	 21:32
5 Mark Francis/Gillian Haydon 
(Mazda MX-5) 	 	 21:32

6 Michael Duke/Claudette 
Hollywood (Mazda MX-5) 	 21:44

7 Matthew Mason/Will Corry 
(Nissan Micra) 	 	 21:54
8 Eamonn Byrne/Joanna Lenehan 
(Toyota Starlet) 	 	 21:58

Alan Harryman & Suz Graham 
failed to finish - I hope that the 

reason(s) for this won’t hamper his 
attempt to sell the car.  

Trevor Ferguson judges the array of 
forces in play here to perfection. 

Chelmsford MC CRS Targa Rally           24th September

	 When Endurance 
Trials were popular in the 
UK, Eamonn Byrne used to 
cross the Irish Sea, from 

time to time, and with expert 
guidance from Anthony Preston, he 
would show the Albionist drivers 
how it’s done.  Having gone out of 
fashion and become extinct Targas 
are filling the void.  And so it came 
to pass that Christopher Evans & 
Kevin Fagan, John O’Reilly & Nicky 
Sparks, and Robert & Jonny Whelan 
decided to join Eamonn & Anto in 
dipping their toes into the English 
take on Targas with a visit to East 
Anglia for the Chelmsford Motor 
Club’s CRS event.  
	 The “action” started early 
when the scrutineer was not 
impressed with Christopher’s newly 
applied kaleidoscopic stripes.  
Christopher’s suggestion that they 
were an MX5 factory option was 
given short shrift and the invaders 
had to do some peeling - 45 minutes, 
hot water and lots of fingerpicking 
did the trick.
	 The terrain turned out to be 
largely fields of sandy soil.  The tests 
were quick but slippy, with lots of 
PCs to keep the averages down.  
There were 100 marshals deployed  
to look after the almost as many 
crews. The sand got into all sorts of 
nooks and crannies of both cars and 

competitors which wasn’t really 
comfortable for either.  There was 
also a good proportion of mud which 
coated both Christopher and John’s 
radiators, causing them to overheat 
and lapse occasionally into “limp” 
mode.
	 Eamonn & Christopher were 
at the head of the field at lunch with 
the Whelans and John in touch.  
Unfortunately. the rather undulating 
nature of the route had seen the 
demise of the Whelans’ exhaust and, 
without the wherewithal to effect a 
repair, they were forced to withdraw 
- noise regulations are enforced over 
there.  Incidentally, quite a few of the 
cars had their suspensions jacked up 
to cope with the variable, if any at 
all, ground clearance.  Certainly, 
John’s MX5 will be “higher” the 
next time.  
	 On the second lap, he and 
Nicky got really bogged down at a 
PC.  The trick, apparently, is not to 
lock-up but to roll the last few 
metres before stopping so that there 
is no build-up of material in front of 
the wheels, which can hamper the 
car getting going again.  Anyway, 
Nicky was forced to get out and 
push.  When this didn’t work the 
marshal threw Nicky the keys of his 
Jeep and, after a quick tow, they 
managed to get going eventually.  
They were delighted to end up tenth.  

	 Eamonn & Anto won.  
Christopher & Kevin were listed as 
second in the provisional results but 
it transpired that they had neglected 
to sign out at MTC1 at the start of 
the day which omission resulted in 
their being excluded.  The control 
was positioned inside the hotel 
which is not standard practice in 
Ireland.  As a consolation, C-o-C, 
Owen Turner deemed them winners 
of the “Spirit of the Event” award.  
	 As is their wont, Eamonn, 
Christopher and John availed of a car 
wash after they had finished.  John 
was even more punctilious and 
splashed out on having the interior 
cleaned as well, such was the volume 
of sand therein - Nicky reckoned 
enough for a decently sized 
sandcastle!
	 	 	 Editor

Piers & Dave

The 
culinary 

criteria for 
the 

weekend 
were 

established 
on the ferry 
as they left 

Dublin 
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John O’Reilly, partnered on this occasion by Mark Convey, won his class in his Escort 
Mk1 in the Historic Section of the Donegal Rally at the end of June.   Mark Convey stepped in 
at the last minute to call the notes following the death of Gladys Sparks (Nick - his usual co-driver’s - mum).  
Christopher Evans contributed courtesy of his input into the preparation of the car.

SNIPPETS

The most significant piece of 
news to emerge from Avoca 
River Park on 27th August was 
that Declan Lennon and Mandy 
had become engaged.  After an 
eleven year courtship, Declan 
popped the question during a 
visit to the Titanic Experience in 
Belfast during the summer.

Declan Hendrick was at the 
RHSI Russborough Garden 
Show at the end of July with 
his Scout group doing a plant 
crèche where people could 
leave their purchases while 
they went off to look at other 
things then come back and 
collect them or the scouts 
would help transport the 
plants to the person’s car.  I 
hope Declan has better 
control of the trolley than he 
sometimes does of his 
Starlet.
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Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 Rd 4 Rd 5 Rd 6 Rd 7 Rd 8
MVAT PCT Birr AT MVAT Club AT PCT Club AT MVAT Full Best
09-Apr 07-May 14-May 04-Jun 21-Jun 26-Jul 13-Aug 27-Aug Total 8

Intermediates
1 David Meeke 19 20 20 19 18 20 19 16 151 151
2 Brian Kingston 20 19 20 19 20 20 118 118
3 Stephen Briggs 15 19 17 17 17 85 85
4 Anthony Freeney 14 16 10 18 14 72 72
5 Jack Quinn 10 13 15 15 15 68 68
6 Mick Kehoe 17 18 12 18 65 65
7 James Driver 14 16 18 48 48
8 Zoe Briggs 8 13 13 13 47 47
9 Paddy Lombard 7 17 16 40 40
10 Craig MacWilliam 18 19 37 37
11 Niall Driver 18 17 35 35
12 Alan Shinnors 16 16 32 32
13 Owen Murray 13 19 32 32
14 Eoin Longworth 16 11 27 27
15 Karen Gaffney 12 12 24 24
16 Danny O'Donohoe 9 14 23 23
17 Niall Murray 20 20 20
18 Patrick O'Leary 18 18 18
19 Mick Boland 17 17 17
20 Ted Gaffney 15 15 15
21 Glynn Gaffney 15 15 15
22 Joe Reynolds 14 14 14
23 Brian Flanagan 14 14 14
24 Ian McCulloch 13 13 13
25 Martin Nugent 12 12 12
26 Mark Nugent 11 11 11

Experts
1 Richard Meeke 12 19 20 14 20 20 20 17 142 142
2 Philip O'Reilly 11 17 16 12 15 16 17 10 114 114
3 Piers MacFheorais 7 13 19 13 16 17 15 14 114 114
4 John Nolan 14 14 11 19 19 18 16 111 111
5 John McAssey 9 20 17 15 17 19 11 108 108
6 Frank Lenehan 13 18 16 14 18 9 88 88
7 Mark Doran 17 18 18 18 71 71
8 Christopher Evans 20 20 20 60 60
9 James Mansfield 6 9 16 8 39 39
10 Damien Doran 18 19 37 37
11 Ronnie Griffin 16 17 33 33
12 Eamonn Byrne 19 12 31 31
13 Stefan Walsh 18 13 31 31
14 Liam Cashman 15 15 30 30
15 Andrew O'Donohoe 16 12 28 28
16 Declan Hendrick 15 10 25 25
17 Daniel Byrne 19 19 19
18 Joe Doran 11 6 17 17
19 Dave McAulay 5 8 13 13
20 Eddie Peterson 13 13 13
21 Alan Auerbach 10 10 10
22 Ian White 8 8 8
23 Dermot Carnegie 7 7 7

TDC Club Championship 2017
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Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 Rd 4 Rd 5 Rd 6 Rd 7 Rd 8
MVAT PCT Birr AT MVAT Club AT PCT Club AT MVAT Full Best
09-Apr 07-May 14-May 04-Jun 21-Jun 26-Jul 13-Aug 27-Aug Total 8

Beginners
1 Aoife Ryan 18 16 16 15 14 17 17 113 113
2 Dave Campion 12 10 16 19 15 20 19 111 111
3 Susan Briggs 11 19 10 14 19 13 86 86
4 Conor Clarke 15 20 18 20 73 73
5 Eric Byrne 13 16 20 19 68 68
6 David Fitzpatrick 11 17 16 15 59 59
7 Ken Fleming 20 20 18 58 58
8 Conal O'Neill 17 15 18 50 50
9 Sean Fitzpatrick 9 11 17 12 49 49
10 Dave O'Neill 16 14 14 44 44
11 Thomas Crowe 14 20 34 34
12 Paul Sealy 18 14 32 32
13 Finbar O'Neill 15 15 30 30
14 Luke O'Neill 14 13 27 27
15 Pat Maguire 10 12 22 22
16 Jason Bracken 20 20 20
17 Brian Duggan 19 19 19
18 Cian Robinson 19 19 19
19 Burschi Wojnar 19 19 19
20 Emer McNamee 18 18 18
21 Darren Delaney 18 18 18
22 Chris Byrne 18 18 18
23 Linda Dempsey 17 17 17
24 Eoin Quinlan 17 17 17
25 Sam Mulcahy 17 17 17
26 Richard Warner 16 16 16
27 Owen Whelan 16 16 16
28 Conor Quinlan 15 15 15
29 John Carty 13 13 13
30 TJ O'Brien 13 13 13
31 Tim Swail 13 13 13
32 Gary Rohan 12 12 12
33 Paul Hendrick 12 12 12
34 Sean McKay 12 12 12
35 Tsar Sheane 11 11 11
36 Fearghus Booth 11 11 11
37 Ivan Sheane 10 10 10
38 Gillian Griffin 10 10 10
39 Gerard Keane 9 9 9

Novices
1 Colin Sheridan 18 14 18 16 18 18 17 119 119
2 Mark Walsh 15 20 18 19 14 86 86
3 Karl Grehan 12 13 19 20 15 79 79
4 Matthew Walsh 13 17 15 17 16 78 78
5 Andrew Boland 19 19 20 18 76 76
6 John O'Reilly 20 20 19 59 59
7 Percy Pennefather 18 19 37 37
8 Angus Johnson 16 20 36 36
9 Morgan Evans 16 20 36 36
10 John Maher 17 17 34 34
11 Declan Furlong 14 12 8 34 34
12 John Farrar 15 12 27 27
13 Maurice McMonagle 10 13 23 23
14 Hugh Dunne 20 20 20
15 Ronan McNamee 19 19 19
16 Kieran Garahy 17 17 17
17 Ciaran Timmons 17 17 17
18 Mark Shanahan 16 16 16
19 Declan Donohoe 15 15 15
20 Dearbhaile Garahy 14 14 14
21 Cathal O'Carroll 14 14 14
22 Eilish Sheane 13 13 13
23 Francis Rhatigan 11 11 11
24 Sam Farrar 11 11 11
25 John Beatty 10 10 10
26 Trish Wojnar 9 9 9
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Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 Rd 4 Rd 5 Rd 6 Rd 7 Rd 8
MVAT PCT Birr AT MVAT Club AT PCT Club AT MVAT Full Best
09-Apr 07-May 14-May 04-Jun 21-Jun 26-Jul 13-Aug 27-Aug Total 8

1 Richard Meeke 12 17 20 13 20 14 20 17 133 133
2 John McAssey 8 20 15 14 17 19 9 102 102
3 David Meeke 5 18 17 9 11 18 13 0 91 91
4 John Nolan 14 0 10 19 13 18 16 90 90
5 Philip O'Reilly 11 12 14 11 14 0 17 8 87 87
6 Brian Kingston 10 16 16 12 15 14 83 83
7 Piers MacFheorais 3 0 19 12 15 0 14 13 76 76
8 Mark Doran 17 18 18 18 71 71
9 Frank Lenehan 13 16 15 13 8 6 71 71
10 Christopher Evans 20 20 20 60 60
11 Damien Doran 18 19 37 37
12 Eamonn Byrne 19 11 30 30
13 Liam Cashman 15 15 30 30
14 Eric Byrne 0 0 20 9 29 29
15 Ronnie Griffin 11 17 28 28
16 Stefan Walsh 18 10 28 28
17 Stephen Briggs 0 14 5 8 0 27 27
18 Susan Briggs 0 11 0 0 16 0 27 27
19 James Mansfield 1 4 16 5 26 26
20 Mark Walsh 0 19 2 5 0 26 26
21 Andrew O'Donohoe 16 9 25 25
22 Percy Pennefather 8 15 23 23
23 Morgan Evans 4 19 23 23
24 Niall Driver 13 9 22 22
25 Colin Sheridan 0 0 6 0 1 12 0 19 19
26 Daniel Byrne 19 19 19
27 David Campion 0 0 7 0 0 11 0 18 18
28 Owen Murray 0 17 17 17
29 John O'Reilly 6 8 2 16 16
30 Mick Kehoe 2 7 0 7 16 16
31 Ken Fleming 0 16 0 16 16
32 Andrew Boland 0 3 12 1 16 16
33 Niall Murray 16 16 16
34 Karl Grehan 0 0 9 6 0 15 15
35 Craig MacWilliam 4 10 14 14
36 Anthony Freeney 0 4 0 10 0 14 14
37 Declan Hendrick 7 6 13 13
38 Jason Bracken 13 13 13
39 Cian Robinson 12 12 12
40 Eddie Peterson 12 12 12
41 Darren Delaney 11 11 11
42 Paul Sealy 11 0 11 11
43 James Driver 0 0 10 10 10
44 Hugh Dunne 10 10 10
45 Alan Auerbach 9 9 9
46 Aoife Ryan 0 2 0 0 0 7 0 9 9
47 Ronan McNamee 9 9 9
48 Conor Clarke 1 0 8 0 9 9
49 Matthew Walsh 0 6 0 0 2 8 8
50 Eoin Quinlan 8 8 8
51 Ian White 7 7 7
52 Jack Quinn 0 0 0 3 4 7 7
53 Sean Fitzpatrick 0 0 7 0 7 7
54 Joe Doran 7 0 7 7
55 Ciaran Timmons 6 6 6
56 Richard Warner 6 6 6
57 Paddy Lombard 0 0 5 5 5
58 Conal O'Neill 0 5 0 5 5
59 Emer McNamee 5 5 5
60 Conor Quinlan 5 5 5
61 Angus Johnston 0 4 4 4
62 Kieran Garahy 4 4 4
63 Linda Dempsey 3 3 3
64 Patrick O'Leary 3 3 3
65 Thomas Crowe 1 2 3 3
66 Brian Flanagan 3 3 3
67 Dermot Carnegie 3 3 3
68 Mark Shanahan 2 2 2
69 John Maher 0 1 1 1
70 David Fitzpatrick 0 0 1 0 1 1

OVERALL

See Website 
for Autotest 
Standings.

Queries to 
Stephen 
Briggs 

 sb@iol.ie

FORTHCOMING 
EVENTS

  Sunday
15th October 

TDC Club Autotest

Mondello Park

Sunday
12th August

TDC Howard Wilde
Hewison 

Championship 
Autotest

Mondello Park
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QUIZ        August Answers

For a change, I had some answers submitted from the reliable Brendan McCoy.  Thank you.
Just a couple of corrections to be made and gaps to be filled. 

1) The best rally navigator and the best rally driver this ASN has ever seen - Paul Phelan & Billy Coleman in 
what, judging by the car colours and rally jackets, was a works Escort in the 1975 Circuit of Ireland - they 
finished second but beat Roger Clark in a similar looking car. 
This pic was taken at the Ballymena Showgrounds and that is snow in the background.
2) Robert Craigie & Richard McAllister in a Fiat 128 Coupe in the 1974 Circuit of Ireland.
3) Eminent hillclimb timekeeper, mathematician and sometime rally navigator, Cecil Orr. (and, more than 
sometime, grumpy old man.)
4) A young Alex Sinclair on the left? No. Justin McCarthy (L) & Michael Jackson at an International Trophy 
Autotest In the Dublin Sport Hotel.
5) Clive Evans (Christopher’s dad)	 	   6) Daniel Byrne 	 	 7) Matthew Mason’s Micra
8) Felix again - he doesn't need to actually photograph anything as can memorise it just as well!
9) Philip O'Reilly trying to resist the urge to stop astride a line!  I suspect it is dad, Myles

2

3

4

5

1

8

7

9

6 
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1 2 3

4 5 6

7

August SolutionAcross
1  Valtteri ________ (6)
4  A Gazelle and sewing machine 
manufacturer (6)
7  Easter hood (6)
Down
1  Person in charge of the steering 
wheel centre (4)
2  Low density, high strength metal, 
Z = 22 (2)
3 Sometimes used to describe engine 
fuels - more usually as a blanket 
term for whiskey, gin, vodka, etc. (7)
5  Fe (4)
6  Hoover is to vacuum cleaners as 
____ is to engine degreasers  (4)

October Crossword 

O I L C A N

W V I

E T

N A P I E R

D N O

L A N D A U

M Y S

DANGER’S DERRING-DO DIARY

As you can see paint has been applied to the chassis 
and its optimally, I hope, set-up suspension.  The brake 
lines have been fixed in position.
Some “interior” panels have been fabricated and put in 
place
Engine and gearbox are ready to drop in.  Then all 
that’ll be left is some bodywork.  I have acquired a 
bonnet (just resting in the pic) which will require some 
tweaking.  The deadline is the Club Autotest on 15th 
October.  Be there to see the latest incarnation on its 
maiden voyage.

As it was such a nice day we gave it a taste of 
the outdoors on a table outside the “office”.

The defibrillator on duty at 
Holfeld’s in August.

SNIPPET 
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LYNCH SCORES IN
FIRST TRIAL RACE

	 Peter Lynch, driving his first trial, won the 
Motor Enthusiasts Jenkins Cup novice test trial at 
Glen o’ the Downs on Saturday, and although nine 
experts were allowed to take part they were not 
eligible for awards.  Second overall went to George 
Leech and the top pair drove B.M.C. Mini 1000’s.  
In third place came John Horan who has been out of 
test trials for a few years whilst David Woods on 
the Frank Lenehan Cooper S was fourth.
	 Of the Experts, the best performer was Frank 
Fennell who drove a 850 Mini instead of his usual 
Cooper S, whilst he was followed by Clive Peterson 
(Cooper S) and Larry Mooney (Mini 1000).  Paul 
Phelan (Mini 1000) scored maximum points under 
the handicap system for the club championship.
	 Jenkins Cup: 1, P. Lynch (BMC Mini 1000), 
337.0s; 2, G. Leech (BMC Mini 1000), 344.6; 3, J. 
Horan (BMC Mini 1100), 345.4; 4, D. Woods 
(BMC Cooper S), 357.0; 5, K. Leech (BMC Mini 
1000), 399.4.
	 Up to 1000cc: G. Leech: Over 1000 cc: J. 
Horan: Experts Class: F. Fennell (BMC Mini 848) 
309.4

There was a “double” Premier Award presentation. On the left, Larry is presenting the Julian Vard Trophy to Eric 
Byrne for his super PCT victory.  Karl Grehan is belatedly receiving his James Pringle Memorial  Trophy after his win 

in the Club Autotest in Woodside last month.

CORRECTION
This is how the bottom of Page 24 ought to have looked in the August Turbine

SNIPPETS

Eve (not Eva as “typo’d” in 
the last issue) Phillips 
looking fabulous on the way 
to her “Debs”

Peter Lynch happened 
upon this newspaper 
cutting from a long time 
ago - for those of you 
with failing ocular 
acuity, my editorial 
muse and wife, Val has 
produced a more legible 
version.
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	 Ted Gaffney and Karen Gaffney have been 
competing on some of the HRCR events in the UK this 
year in their 1983 VW Golf GTI Mk 1.  The principal 
reason for this is in preparation for the very demanding 
Rally of the Tests in November.  The events are, of 
course, enjoyable in their own right.
	 Karen navigated on the Tour of Cheshire, Ilkley 
Classic, Ecure Cymrae, East Anglia & Ross Traders. 
These rallies have cryptic clues to plot the route, from 
herring bone, approaches and departs inside squares, 
approaches and departs from coloured roads, and many 
more variations that Karen had never seen before. All of 
this combined with doing the regularity – maps, time, 
mileage and time charts made navigating on these 
events extremely challenging.  For the Vale of Clwyd 
Classic, on 2nd September, I had Daniel Pidgeon 

alongside.  We were 11th and won trophies (presented 

by C-o-C, Guy Woodcock.

	 Dermot Carnegie & Paul Bosdet were an 

excellent third overall.  The winners in a similar Escort 
were Matt Warren & Andy Pullan.

	 The last event on the list above (HERO 
Challenge Classic Rally) took place on 23rd September 
and used territory around Bicester in Oxfordshire.  For 
this I was accompanied by Brian Goff who will also be 
my guide on the Rally of the Tests.  This one was a 
“warmer-upper”.
	 The 0800 start was followed by five energy 
sapping tests on Bicester Airfield and two long 
regularity sections before a welcome tea break.  We 
were pleased to have achieved tenth on this first run 
over these airfield tests. 
	 At the finish of the Regularity sections there is a 
board with the ideal times that if achieved would have 
given zero penalties for that section. On three occasions 
when Brian checked these he was surprised with two 
sections where we had dropped 40 seconds and, even 
worse, a full minute on another! Neither of us wanted to 
say or think “we were losing it”.  Only when back in the 
bar, for well-earned refreshments and talking to other 
crews, it was discovered that there had been a mistake 

Historic Rally Car Register Championship 2017
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This piece is taken from the MI website.  Having been a 
member of Kildare MC in days of yore and the 
Navigation Rally sub-committee, I can endorse 

wholeheartedly the sentiments expressed below. - Ed.
	
	 It is with the deepest sadness and regret that we 
record the passing of Michael FitzSimons on 11th 
September.  Michael served the sport in the Chair of the 
Navigation Rally sub-committee for many years.  He 
was elected as Chairman of the Motorsport Commission 
in 1995. His elixir of youth defies belief that he is no 
longer with us.
	 As well as being a much respected administrator 
he competed in many events, primarily racing a Spitfire 
and latterly taking part in Navigation Trials. However, 
this is only a fraction of his involvement in the sport 
when one considers Michael’s work on behalf of the 
FIA as a member of the Off Roads Commission and as 
safety inspector for FIA Championship Rallycross 
venues across the world. He also served as Chairman of 

our own Rallycross Committee 
for many years, the highlight of 
which was his role, along with 
the County Kildare Motor Club, 
in bringing the FIA Rallycross 
Championship to Mondello Park.
	 Michael was awarded the 
Ivan Webb Memorial Trophy in 
2001 for his outstanding 
contribution to Irish motor sport.
	 It is worth noting that he contributed hugely in 
his working life as well, in his capacity as Chief Fire 
Officer for Kildare. During this time he was the 
Chairman of the Chief Fire Officers Association 
(C.F.O.A.) from 1998 until 2002.
	 To Ann and family, we can only say how truly 
sorry we are that we will no longer have Michael as a 
supporter, but most of all, as a member of the motor 
sport family and as a friend.
	 Rest in Peace.

APPRECIATION

Again this is courtesy of the 
MI website.

It is with great sadness that we 
record the passing of Cecil 
Sparks who died peacefully on 
Saturday last, 23rd September 
2017, in the care of the doctors 
and staff of the Beacon 
Hospital. Cecil’s contribution 

to the Royal Irish Automobile Club, both as board 

member and Chairman was immense. As though that 
were not enough he also served on the board of 
Motorsport Ireland and as Chairman of the Motorsport 
Commission, culminating in the creation of the sport’s 
first ever strategic plan. Cecil’s approach to his various 
roles, including his involvement with the Motor 
Enthusiasts Club, was never less than 100% and for this 
alone we all have much to be grateful for. To Cecil’s 
children, Fiona, Nicky and Andrew, we offer our 
deepest sympathy.

with the organiser’s paperwork and all was OK for the 
competitors.  Relief.  We were 16th on the regularities 
and a very satisfying 12th overall against very tough 
opposition who compete on these sort of events on a 

regular basis.  While we were very pleased with the 
result, we agreed that we must “try harder” on the Rally 
of the Tests.  Incidentally, Paul Crosby & Ali 
Proctor ended up top of the pile.
	 	 	 	 	      Ted

 The images on this page are by Tony Large

Ted & Brian
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CARLOW CLUB RACE MEETING AT 
MONDELLO PARK:  13th August
PATCH TYRE FIESTA ST RACE 1 (14 laps):
1 Shane McFadden 15m 44.92s, 61.31 mph,
2 Dave Maguire 15m 51.07s,
3 Michael Cullen 15m 51.30s.
PATCH TYRE EQUIPMENT FIESTA ST RACE 2 (12 
laps):
1 Tom Fahy 15m 38.17s, 52.93 mph,
2 John Denning 15m 38.62s,
3 Michael Cullen 15m 39.53s.
GINETTA JUNIOR IRELAND RACE 1 (14 laps):
1 Cameron Fenton 16m 05.56s, 60.00 mph,
2 Patrick Dempsey 16m 05.71s,
3 Christopher Grimes 16m 20.87s.
Fastest lap: Fenton 1m 07.598s, 61.22 mph.
GINETTA JUNIOR IRELAND RACE 2 (14 laps):
1 Patrick Dempsey 16m 03.52s, 60.13 mph,
2 Cameron Fenton 16m 08.09s,
3 Christopher Grimes 16m 14.47s.

SKIBBEREEN & DISTRICT C C AUTOTEST AT 
CARBERY PLASTICS, CLONAKILTY, CO CORK 
(ROUND 6 OF PREMIER AUTO PARTS 
MUNSTER CHAMPIONSHIP) (DAY 1):  19th 
August
1 Ian White (Mini Special) 478.4s,
2 Mike Mulcahy (Mini Special) 555.2s,
3 Liam Cashman (Starlet) 555.9s,
4 Don Giles (Westfield) 563.4s,
5 Alan Clarke (Mini Special) 598.0s,
6 Connie Lynch (Starlet Special) 600.3s.
Class winners: James Mansfield (Mini), Mike Mulcahy, 
Connie Lynch, Don Giles, Liam Cashman, Michael 
Cashman (Corsa), Cian Power (Mini Special), George 
Swanton (Starlet), Patricia Denning (Starlet).

SKIBBEREEN & DISTRICT C C AUTOTEST AT 
CARBERY PLASTICS, CLONAKILTY, CO CORK 
(ROUND 7 OF PREMIER AUTO PARTS 
MUNSTER CHAMPIONSHIP) (DAY 2):  20th 
August
1 Ian White (Mini Special) 495.6s,
2 Liam Cashman (Starlet) 526.3s,
3 Don Giles (Westfield) 533.2s,
4 Connie Lynch (Starlet Special) 543.0s,
5 Michael Lynch (Starlet Special) 561.0s,
6 Mike Mulcahy (Mini Special) 570.7s.
Class winners: James Mansfield (Mini), Mike Mulcahy, 
Connie Lynch, Don Giles, Liam Cashman, Michael 
Cashman (Corsa), Cian Power (Mini Special),
George Swanton (Starlet), Patricia Denning (Starlet).

MONDELLO PARK SPORTS CLUB HISTORIC 
FESTIVAL RACE MEETING AT MONDELLO 
PARK: HISTORIC RACE 1 (14 laps):  27th August
1 Steve Griffin (MG Midget) 15m 12.05s, 63.52 mph,
2 Tommy Doherty (Ford Capri) 15m 34.31s,
3 Clive Brandon (Lotus 47) 16m 27.77s,
4 Ed Cassidy (Sunbeam Tiger).
Fastest lap: Griffin 1m 03.883s, 64.78 mph.
HISTORIC RACE 2 (14 laps):
1 Steve Griffin (MG Midget) 15m 20.55s, 62.94 mph,
2 Clive Brandon (Lotus 47) 15m 52.97s,
3 Paul Gray (Porsche 911) 16m 09.80s,
4 Ed Cassidy (Sunbeam Tiger),
5 Jack Kingston (Lotus Elan).
Fastest lap: Griffin 1m 04.120s, 64.54 mph.
PRE-1955 HISTORICS RACE 1 (10 laps):
1 John Keatley (Healey Silverstone) 12m 37.70s, 54.62 mph,
2 Ken McAvoy (Riley TT Sprite) 9 laps,
3 Ed Cassidy (Iona Special) 9 laps,
4 Liam Ruth (Iona Special),
5 Kieran White (TRS),
6 Detlef Heyer (BMW 328).
Fastest lap: Keatley 1m 14.709s, 55.39 mph.
PRE-1955 HISTORICS RACE 2 (12 laps):
1 Nick Bennett (Alvis Silver Eagle) 15m 20.97s, 53.92 mph,
2 Tony Dowling (Austin 7 Special) 16m 08.97s,
3 John Keatley (Healey Silverstone) 16m 12.03s,
4 Detlef Heyer (BMW 328),
5 Kieran White (TRS),
6 Liam Ruth (Iona Special).
Fastest lap: Keatley 1m 14.338s, 55.67 mph.

CORK M C AUTOTEST AT BALLYVOURNEY, 
CO CORK (ROUND 1 OF HEWISON TROPHY 
CHAMPIONSHIP AND ROUND 8 OF PREMIER 
AUTO PARTS MUNSTER CHAMPIONSHIP):  2nd 
September
1 Ian White (Mini Special) 529.9s,
2 Timmy Lynch (Westfield) 533.9s,
3 Guy Foster (Mini Special) 549.3s,
4 Darren Quille (Westfield) 552.9s,
5 Paddy Power (Mini Moke) 554.2s,
6 Damien Doran (Mini) 578.4s,
7 Don Giles (Westfield) 582.4s,
8 Tom Devaney (Westfield) 584.0s,
9 Paul Phelan (Mini Special) 584.1s,
10 Chris Grimes (Mini) 584.3s,
11 Liam Cashman (Nova) 585.3s,
12 Martin Walsh (Starlet Special) 590.0s.
Class winners: Damien Doran, Guy Foster, Martin 
Walsh, Timmy Lynch, Tim Brady (Starlet) 815.0s, Liam 
Cashman, Cian Power (Mini Special) 645.6s.

RESULTS
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MUNSTER C C AUTOTEST AT 
BALLYVOURNEY, CO CORK (ROUND 2 OF 
HEWISON TROPHY CHAMPIONSHIP AND 
FINAL ROUND OF PREMIER AUTO PARTS 
MUNSTER CHAMPIONSHIP):  3rd September
1 Ian White (Mini Special) 542.5s,
2 Timmy Lynch (Westfield) 552.9s,
3 Guy Foster (Mini Special) 557.5s,
4 Darren Quille (Westfield) 563.6s,
5 Paddy Power (Mini Moke) 563.9s,
6 Chris Grimes (Mini) 576.8s,
7 Tom Devaney (Westfield) 577.4s,
8 Liam Cashman (Nova) 578.1s,
9 Damien Doran (Mini) 592.2s,
10 Martin Walsh (Starlet Special) 597.8s,
11 Don Giles (Westfield) 600.6s,
12 Mike Mulcahy (Mini Special) 616.1s.
Class winners: Chris Grimes, Guy Foster, Martin 
Walsh, Timmy Lynch, Tim Brady (Starlet) 755.3s, Liam 
Cashman, Cian Power (Mini Special) 640.9s.

LEINSTER TROPHY RACE MEETING AT 
MONDELLO PARK:  16th/17th September
PATCH TYRE FIESTA ST RACE 1 (7 laps):
1 Darragh McMullen 16m 01.80s, 57.03 mph,
5 Michael Cullen,
6 John Denning.
PATCH TYRE FIESTA ST RACE 2 (7 laps):
1 Dave Maguire 14m 44.41s, 62.02 mph,
2 Hugh Grennan 14m 53.81s,
3 Niall Hourigan 14m 53.93s,
4 John Denning.
STRYKER RACE 1 (8 laps):
1 Alan Auerbach 15m 24.05s, 67.84 mph,
2 Alan Watkins 15m 27.38s,
3 Andrew D'Alton 15m 42.79s,
4 Bill Griffin.
Fastest lap: Auerbach 1m 54.555s, 68.40 mph.
STRYKER RACE 2 (7 laps):
1 Alan Watkins 17m 13.97s, 53.05 mph,
2 Alan Auerbach 17m 24.20s,
3 Bill Griffin 17m 24.48s,
4 Dave Griffin.
Fastest lap: Watkins 2m 25.931s, 53.70 mph.
SEAT SUPERCUP IRELAND RACE 1 (4 laps):
1 Erik Holstein 8m 15.28s, 63.29 mph,
2 Rod McGovern 8m 16.85s.
Fastest lap: McGovern 2m 02.474s, 63.98 mph.
SEAT SUPERCUP IRELAND RACE 2 (7 laps):
1 Shane Murphy 16m 48.36s, 54.40 mph,
2 Erik Holstein 16m 49.74s,
3 Rod McGovern 16m 51.86s.

GINETTA JUNIOR IRELAND RACE 1 (8 laps):
1 Patrick Dempsey 16m 46.08s, 62.28 mph,
2 Cameron Fenton 16m 53.43s,
3 Robbie Parks Jnr 17m 19.62s,
4 Christopher Grimes.
Fastest lap: Fenton 2m 04.477s, 62.95 mph.
GINETTA JUNIOR IRELAND RACE 2 (6 laps):
1 Patrick Dempsey 14m 54.91s, 52.54 mph,
2 Cameron Fenton 15m 14.69s,
3 Christopher Grimes 15m 33.86s.
HISTORIC RACE 1 (8 laps):
1 Bernard Foley (MGBGT V8) 16m 02.10s, 65.16 mph,
2 Steve Griffin (MG Midget) 16m 03.19s,
3 Clive Brandon (Lotus 47) 16m 25.16s,
4 Val Thompson (TMC Costin),
5 Tommy Doherty (Ford Capri),
6 Wolfgang Schnittger (MG Midget).
HISTORIC RACE 2 (7 laps):
1 Bernard Foley (MGBGT V8) 17m 08.86s, 53.31 mph,
2 Steve Griffin (MG Midget) 17m 55.89s,
3 Val Thompson (TMC Costin) 18m 27.14s,
4 Wolfgang Schnittger (MG Midget).

MOTOR ENTHUSIASTS' CLUB RHODES CUP 
SPORTING TRIAL AT GLENEALY, CO 
WICKLOW:  16th September
1 Fergil Gregory (Erskine-Yamaha) 2 marks,
2 Tony Farrell (Erskine-S&S) 3m,
3 Paul Needham (Erskine-Honda) 3m,
4 Ian Sweeney (Sweeney-Suzuki) 4m,
5 Percy Pennefather (Erskine-Suzuki) 5m,
6 Morgan Evans (Mog-Honda) 6m,
7 Roy Stewart (Erskine-Harley Davidson) 10m,
8 Philip Hughes (Hughes-Honda) 10m,
9 Gordon Graves (Erskine-Suzuki) 12m.

CARLOW C C AUTOTEST AT IDA BUSINESS 
PARK, BALLYNATTIN, ARKLOW, CO 
WICKLOW (ROUND 3 OF HEWISON TROPHY 
CHAMPIONSHIP) (DAY 1): 23rd September
1 Paul Blair (Striker) 432.0s,
2 Ian White (Mini Special) 434.9s,
3 Peter Grimes (Mini-Nova Special) 445.5s,
4 Chris Grimes (Mini) 466.0s,
5 George McMillan (Nova) 466.5s,
6 Paddy Power (Mini Moke) 468.1s,
7 Darren Quille (Westfield) 474.6s,
8 Tom Devaney (Westfield) 480.6s,
9 Liam Cashman (Nova) 491.9s,
10 Paul Phelan (Mini Special) 496.5s,
11 James Mansfield (Mini) 508.7s,
12 David Jenkins (Westfield) 517.4s.
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Class winners: Chris Grimes, Ian White, Darren Quille, 
George McMillan, Piers MacFheorais (Mazda MX5) 
587.6s. Best Beginner: William Kelly (Starlet) 812.5s.

CARLOW C C AUTOTEST AT IDA BUSINESS 
PARK, BALLYNATTIN, ARKLOW, CO 
WICKLOW (ROUND 4 OF HEWISON TROPHY 
CHAMPIONSHIP) (DAY 2):  24th September
1 Ian White (Mini Special) 443.2s,
2 Darren Quille (Westfield) 457.2s,
3 Guy Foster (Mini Special) 461.0s,
4 Peter Grimes (Mini-Nova Special) 467.9s,

5 Chris Grimes (Mini) 478.1s,
6 Steven Ferguson (Mini-Nova Special) 479.6s,
7 Paul Phelan (Mini Special) 517.5s,
8 Liam Cashman (Nova) 524.1s,
9 James Mansfield (Mini) 532.1s,
10 John McAssey (Starlet) 582.1s,
11 Michael Cullen (Westfield) 625.4s,
12 Matt Grimes (Nova) 666.3s.
Class winners: Chris Grimes, Guy Foster, Darren 
Quille, Liam Cashman, John McAssey. Best Beginner: 
William Kelly (Starlet) 743.4s.

I was having a wander around 
Holfeld’s during the MVAT at the 
end August, when Seán Fitz called 
out of his window.  “Take a photo of 
the kite.” 
Forgetting that 
Seán is 
ornithologically 
inclined, I looked 
up expecting to 
see one of these.  
but then realised 
that he was 
referring to the feathered fellow 
(above right) whose image I then 
managed to capture.  Red Kites were 
introduced into Co. Wicklow from a 
population in Wales with nesting 
sites in Avoca (just up the road from 
Holfeld’s).  This has been a 

successful initiative so the presence 
of this eagle-like flyer with its forked 

tail wouldn’t have been 
surprising for a member of the avian 
cognoscenti.  Another, more 
compelling, reason for including 
this episode is that it allows me to 
mention the BirdWatch Ireland 
expert/spokesman who is a fine 
exemplar of nominative determinism 
- Niall Hatch.

  SNIPPETS

ONLY €40 per table of 4
Finger Food Included and Free 

Entry to Night Club for all 
Participants 

TO BOOK A TABLE TEXT OWEN 0878175087 OR JUDY 0860745408  
If you can’t make up a “4” we will fix you up on the night.

We could barely see daylight out of 
the sitting room so dirty were the 
windows.  Our excuse is that there 
is a Virginia Creeper around it.  
This attracts dust which is 
transferred to the window every 
time it rains.  The creeper also is a 
home for many snails some of 
whom get claustrophic and, for 
relief, wander 
around the window.
I sprang into action 
and pondered as to 
what detergent to 
use when I thought 
of my currently 
very efficient 
screenwasher 
additive.  It worked 
like a dream.
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Sunday 12th November

Mondello Park

TDC Club Autotest   Sunday, 15th October

    Mondello Park
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