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Wexford Weekend April '77

55 entries were received for

our fourth annual weekend
mudplug which, this year,
was held in Wexford, where a
superb course was laid out

by clerk-of-the-course,
George Tohill. No fewer
than 8 entries were received
from Northern Ireland

drivers who appeared in
various engined Cannons and
the latest Mike Martin
creation, a dry-sumped Ford-
engined Concord. Nelson
Todd and Brian Emerson were
with us yet again to settle

old scores and, indeed, this
strong challenge put the
fear of “Kilkenny” into our
regular premier contenders
who promptly devised a
system of team tactics to
thwart the opposition.
Saturday morning saw fine,
dry conditions and all
competitors arrived safely.
No unusual towing activities
were reported. “De General”
looked decidedly unwell at
the start and was apparently
suffering from “Sheanitis”,
having carried out copious
modifications to his steed
from an early hour — viva
I'aspirin!  Nevertheless at
Sandra’'s section 1, the
number two stake was causing
trouble to many with far
fetched notions. And here
Ken  Fildes and Philip
Erskine established their
initial dominance with the
only 10s of the first lap.
Running close together they
continued for the rest of
the day with 10s and 9s.
Rodney Evans had a sideways
roll on section 2 in the
Rodman special but continued
to put in a good
performance. John Bolton
appeared with the Sparks m/c
suitably adorned with
goodies from his recently
written-off Special and put

in a tremendous initial
performance, having the only
10 of the first lap of
section 3, the long wheel-



base of the front-engined
car finding the 10 marker by

a mere inch — unfortunately,

he was later sidelined with
clutch  maladies. Some
sections, apart from being
twisty and tight, had early
steep climbs to catch the
unwary. Amongst those who
failed to make it at section

5 were none other than an
off-form Gordon Erskine,
Paddy “Head On” Healy and
Gordon “The Pipe” Watkins.
Swing-axles seemed to be the
in-thing and, indeed, the
Watkins Bros. new car (with
old engine) reaped much
benefit from this latest
Sheane modification. Clive
Gracey (Cannon) was turning
in some very consistent
marks with his lowest being
an 8 on section 4 when a
rear wheel clobbered a stake
on a diagonal bank.
Cleary/’Nutty” were
advancing well, the former
keeping it straight down the
middle, but the Ilatter
(complete with imported cap)
had his mind on other things

— the purchase of a Wexford
bicycle we we're told -
perhaps for the front wheels

of NFA as in cartoon below.

Saturday evening was spent
in the nearby White's Hotel
where a scrumptious dinner

was provided with the now
traditional speeches. John
Fitzpatrick's Roadshow
provided a film of last
year's Kilkenny trial and
Colin Phillips set the scene
with his disco which went on
into the early hours.
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